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MATH OVERVIEW

BY: MR. EICHENBERGER
Business Math — The business math class has been
working on chapter 9 which deals with transporta-
tion. They have been learning about the different
costs that go into maintaining a vehicle, from li-
cense fees to insurance costs. They have also been
covering the difference between purchasing a ve-
hicle and leasing one.

Geometry — We have mainly been working with
polygons for the last couple of weeks in geometry.
Exploring the properties of squares and rhombus-
es along with learning the names of the different
types of polygons are just some of the things the
class has been learning. From a three sided figure,
which is a triangle, to a twelve sided figure, which
is a dodecagon they should know them all.

PreCalculus — Precal students have been working
with some of the most important concepts of the
year lately. They have been focusing on right tri-
angles. Learning how to find the distance or angle
of any right triangle using trigonometry has been
a challenging concept and one that is applicable in
engineering, construction, and architecture. Ask
your child what “Soh Cah Toa” means if they are
in class. We've been talking about it for the last
month so they should be able to give the ratios for
sine, cosine, and tangent.

Calculus — The calculus class has been working
on some of the hardest problems they will work
with all year, related rate problems. The great
thing about related rate problems is that they in-
corporate problems that are applicable to the real
world. They aren’t just given an equation to solve.
The student has to interpret a word problem, write
their own equation, differentiate, and solve. It has
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WESTFALL ELEMENTARY

NEWSLETTER
All Westfall Elementary
Kindergarten  through
6th grade parents should
be receiving the weekly
newsletter either elec-
tronically through email
or hard copy in your
child’s backpack on Fri-
day. If you are not receiving the newsletter please
contact Mrs. Dolliver at adolliver@esu6.org or
(402) 796-2151.
I have also added a link for the Westfall Newslet-
ter to the Malcolm Public School’s website so you,
family members, relatives, or community mem-
bers can see what is happening at the elementary
school. The Newsletter Tab can be found on the
front page of the school website on the right side
under the CLIPPER Tab.
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EVERYONE IS INVITED
TO THE MALCOLM SPEECH
“BRINGING AWESOME BACK

BREAKFAST”

“Talk Less, Say More”

When: Saturday, February 18, 2012
Where: Malcolm High School
Time: 9:30 AM

Please come and join us for breakfast and
be entertained as our team presents their
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UNL SPRING 2012 RED LETTER DAY
AND JUNIOR WEDNESDAYS

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln has one remain-
ing Red Letter Day (Senior Open House) for this year.
The final event is intended for All Majors and will be
held on Monday, February 20 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. This event is planned for high school seniors;
parents are welcome to attend with their student(s).
Junior Wednesdays, a Husker Weekday visit tailored
to juniors and parents, are scheduled to begin at 9:00
a.m. beginning March 7 through April 25 (excluding
March 21). To register, go online to www.admissions.
unl.edu/visit. From there, click on Red Letter Days or
Junior Wednesdays, then Register Now. Deadline for
registration is one week in advance of the event date;
however, register early to reserve your preferred date.
Special Visit Events at UNL scheduled for the spring
semester are:

Greek Preview
Big Red Open House
20

Saturday, March 31
Marchi2, April 6 & April

Husker Weekdays, individual daily visits, are avail-
able most weekdays at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Every Husker
Weekdays visit features sessions on Admissions Re-
quirements, Academics, Student Life and Value at
UNL. Please schedule two weeks in advance so UNL
can personalize your visit. Saturday and bilingual vis-
its are also available upon request. Check the website
for regular updates!!
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MOURNING HOPE
GRIEF CENTER EVENTS

Messages from the Heart-A Family Event
Saturday, February 11, 2012

9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Mourning Hope Grief Center

4919 Baldwin Avenue

A variety of activities will help children and teens ex-
press their feelings-through the use of games, play,
music and art, while caregivers will have speakers fo-
cusing on how to talk with children about the illness or
injury, how to support grieving youth, and what types
of behaviors and emotions should be expected based
on the child’s developmental level.

Communication is the key!
Tuesday, March 20, 2012

7:00 -8:30 p.m.

BryanLGH College of Health Science
Free Event—No Registration Required

An educational program and panel discussion will be
offered for caregivers regarding how to communicate
with your doctors, your children and your community
regarding your illness or injury.

HEALTH QUEST 2012
LIFESTYLES AND CAREERS

Health Quest 2012: Lifestyles and Careers sponsored
by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in
Buffalo County and Good Samaritan Hospital will be
held on Tuesday, February 28, 2012 at the Holiday Inn
in Kearney. Registration is from 8:30-8:50 followed by
an Real Colors presentation. Late morning will bring
a Keep It Clean-The Choices You Make and a UNL Ca-
reers session followed by an etiquette luncheon and
travel to Good Samaritan Hospital for “Rappin’ with
the Professions and a Health Fair. The day will con-
clude by 2:30 p.m. This event is planned for all high
school students interested in careers in the health sci-
ences. For more information call Buffalo County Ex-
tension Office 308-236-1235. Registration forms are
available upon request in the school counseling office.
Registration including the $30 registration fee is due
by Tuesday, February 21. Make checks payable to Buf-
falo County Extension.
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NEWS FROM MR. TARR

Imperialism. Nationalism. Colonialism. What do these terms have to do
with today, and what is happening in the world? In World History, we are
looking at and studying the period of time when Europe tried to rule the
world and get all the colonies that they could. We looked at the two ways

HISTORY to run these colonies, direct and indirect rule, and how each way affected
these areas then and how they affect each area now. It is interesting how this
leads to discussion about what is happening around the world especially in
the areas of North Africa and the Middle East with their rebellions and over throwing of their different
governments. We looked at the DVD, Shaka Zulu, to see how the local people were treated and then
related it to what is happening in the rebelling countries today. For most of the students it gives them
the prospective of what helped to set up what is going on and why the people of today are doing what
they are doing.

Students are able to take part in the living history and we try to understand the what, why, and where
the news is going on and then debate on if it is possible to change it. Most of the time we come to real-
ize that as a country and society we need to let the people work their problems out so it will have less a
chance of continuing this repeating pattern.

ARE YOU A NEBRASKA PARENT
OF A CHILD WITH SPECIAL NEEDS?

Does your child have an IFSP or an IEP? Parents Encouraging Parents (PEP) organization will be host-
ing a conference at the Midtown Holiday Inn in Grand Island March 15-17, 2012. Please go to www.
education.ne.gov/sped/parentinfo/html for more information and for the registration form or contact
a member of the Malcolm Special Education Team.

SCIENCE IN THE NEWS

BY MsS. SVOBODA

The 9th and 11th grade students are staying up to date with science that is in the news. Every two weeks
students blog about a science news article. These articles have ranged from topics such as the drought
in Texas to how the brain changes throughout life. The assignment is fairly simple — to summarize the
article in 150 words on a blog set up on Angel. The news articles come from multiple sources such as
The New York Times, Science News (magazine), and Science Daily (website).
Students have had a variety of topics to blog about during the school year.

During third quarter, students will expand on the idea of science news blog-
ging. Students will be writing a report about a science related news topic and
presenting their topic to their class at end of the quarter. The quarter writing
assignment gives students the option to pick their own science topic from six
possible science news web sites. Students have been reading about some very
interesting topics, so I am excited to hear everyone’s reports at the end of the
3rd quarter.
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LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER HAPPENING:

SUBMITTED BY MRS. BETTY GEISER

The Library Media classes have been busy with all types of activities:
Kindergarten has been discussing and reading books about Penguins.
IRl chg'd  Helen Lester’s Tacky fiction books, and Gail Gibbons nonfiction Penguin
book have been read. We have compared and contrasted these Fiction
and Nonfiction books.

>

First grade just finished a unit on Polar Bears. Hans De Beer’s fiction
books about Little Polar Bear and factual books, and magazines about Polar Bears were read. When we com-
pared and contrasted Fiction and Nonfiction books, we noted some Nonfiction books contain a table of contents,
glossary, and an index.

Second grade just completed our Jan Brett Author Study Unit. We learned about her life, read many of her
books, and learned that the website: janbrett.com has many activities that we may learn from and enjoy.

Third grade is studying fiction and nonfiction genres. We have learned the location in the media center of the
different genres. Charting of the fiction and nonfiction genres helped us to place labels on information most of
us already knew. We will also be using flash cards to further reinforce these characteristics and/or definitions.
Fourth grade has completed a unit on the encyclopedia, indexes, and the computer card catalog. We are now
beginning our folklore unit, which will involve fairy tales, folk tales, fables, and tall tales. We will read selections
and discuss characteristics of each genre.

Fifth and sixth graders have completed their computer card catalog packets. This involved using the different
card catalog modules to look up information in that module. An example: in the subject module the student
chooses a topic and they must enter that topic, and then choose a nonfiction book, write down the call number,
author, title. The student then locates the book on the shelf. The student uses the book to find the publishing
information and writes down the publisher, place of publication, and copyright date. Both grades also worked on
collecting bibliography information from each nonfiction section of the Library Media Center. Sixth grade will
be writing, and then typing up a bibliography using the information gathered.

NEWS FROM MRS. ANDERSON

“An object in motion tends to stay in motion unless acted on by an outside force. An object at rest tends to stay
at rest unless acted on by an outside force.” If you've always wondered what inertia really is, the fifth graders
can now explain it to you using Newton’s Laws of Motion. They are also learning even more reasons why it is
important to wear a seat belt, thanks to Newton’s Third Law of Motion.

Through this third quarter, we have revisited the simple machines they learned about in third grade and expand-
ed their knowledge using vocabulary words such as inertia, the scientific definition of work, and momentum,
among others. They are having fun finding different forces and simple machines used in their everyday lives.
Fourth quarter we will focus on rocks and minerals.

We are continuing to work on descriptive writing in Language Arts. The students are us-
ing adjectives to describe different seasons, events, or moments in their lives so the reader
can picture it using all five senses. It is hard for some kids to go from narrative writings to
descriptive writings, but they are definitely starting to get the hang of it.

In math, we are tackling fractions. I know fractions are daunting for many, but with prac-
tice, our kids seem to be getting the hang of it. I know many of these kids will be great
mathematicians as adults as well. It just takes practice.
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CLIPPER
SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS
*“TIMES AND SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE
Monday, February 13
3:45PM BB/WR Practice
4:00PM 7-8 GBB vs. Palmyra @ Malcolm
TBA GBB Subdistricts
Tuesday, February 14
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45PM 7-12WR/9-12 BB Practice
TBA GBB Subdistricts
‘Wednesday, February 15
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45 PM 7-12 WR/9-12 BB Practice
Thursday, February 16
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45PM 7-8WR/9-12 BB Practice
TBA GBB Subdistricts
TBA State WR in Omaha
Friday, February 17
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45PM WR/BB Practice
6:00PM B(JV/V)BB@ Malcolm
TBA State WR in Omaha
Saturday, February 18
9:30AM Speech “Bringing Awesome Back” Breakfast
10:00AM 7-8GBB(B/A)@ Mead
TBA State WR in Omaha
Monday, February 20
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45PM BB/7-8 WR Practice
TBA BBB Subdistricts
7:00PM Board Meeting
Tuesday, February 21
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45PM 7-12 WR/ BB Practice
TBA BBB Subdistricts
Wednesday, February 22
6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice
3:45PM 7-12 WR Practice/9-12 BB Practice
TBA ECNC Speech@EImwood Murdock
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Thursday, February 23

6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice

3:45PM 7-12 WR Practice/9-12 BB Practice
TBA BBB Subdistricts

Friday, February 24

6:00AM 7-8 GBB Practice

3:45PM 7-8 WR Practice/9-12 BB Practice

TBA GBB Districts

Saturday, February 25

TBA 7-8 GBB MYSA Tourney

9:00AM 7-8 WR @ Weeping Water

GIRL SCOUTS

Need some fun in the sun?
Come join us on Friday,
March 9th (no school) from
8am to 5pm at the Seward
Youth Center. We will be
making leis and grass skirts,
GIRL SCOUTS pineapple bowling, hula
dancing, and more! This
event is open to k — 5th girls. This is a bring a
friend event so, currently registered Girl Scouts
members must bring a friend in order to attend.
For registered Girl Scout members the cost is $15
and for non-registered members it’s $20 (this in-
cludes the registration fee). The registration dead-
line is Wednesday, February 29th. If you have any
questions, please contact Morgan Beal at mbeal@
girlscoutsnebraska.org or 402-875-4349.

BASKETBALL SKILLS CLINIC

Monday, February 13th in Westfall Gym
6:30-7:30PM - 3rd and 4th Grades
7:10-8:30PM - 5th - 8th Grades

Monday, February 20th in High School Gym
6:00-7:15PM - 3rd and 4th Grades

7:00-8:30PM - 5th - 8th
=

Grades
\\\
ol

Clinic drills focus on improv-
ing ball handling, shooting,
strength and defense.

Please bring a basketball and a
water bottle.
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