Malcolm Middle-Level Music Contest
Contest Rules and Guidelines

Important Dates:
Contest dates for 2012 are:
March 15 (4:30 pm – 9:00 pm)






March 16 (8:00 am – 8:00 pm)
Entry deadline:

February 15, 2012

Contest schedule will be provided to participating schools 21 days prior to the start of contest.


Contest dates for 2013 are:
March 14-15, 2013

Entry Fees:
All large groups - $60 per group


All solos and small groups - $7.50 per group

Time Limits:
Large vocal groups receive 15 minutes


Large instrumental groups receive 20 minutes


All solos and small groups receive 5 minutes

Eligibility:
Students currently in 5th through 8th grade may perform in any of the acceptable performance categories with the following exception:  


Large groups composed exclusively of 5th grade students are not eligible.
Small Group Size:
A small group will be limited to 10 students.  Large group fees will apply to groups of 11 or more students.  

Music Selection:
Music performed should be of high educational value and be appropriate to the students’ skill level.  Performance of popular music styles should be avoided except where it is an essential part of the repertoire (jazz bands, show choirs, etc.).

Two contrasting selections are recommended for all large groups.


One selection is recommended for all solos and small groups.

Judge’s Scores:
Scores are to be provided to judges for all performances.  Scores are not to be photocopied and measures are to be numbered.  One score should be provided for all solos and small group performances.  Three scores for each selection should be provided for all large groups.
Photocopies:
All music performed should be original, purchased copies with sufficient copies for performers, accompanists, and judges.  Photocopies are not to be used except when accompanied by permission from the publisher, distributor, or composer.  Photocopies would also be acceptable to facilitate awkward page turns.  Participating directors are responsible for ensuring their compliance with applicable copyright laws.

Accompaniment:
Schools that enter more than 20 solos and/or small groups need to provide more than one accompanist to accommodate scheduling conflicts that are unavoidable do to the high number of entries.  Recorded accompaniments (taped/Smart Music, etc.) are acceptable, but the participant is responsible for all playback equipment.

Memorization:
Memorization of music is not required in any performance category.

Ratings:
Ratings will be given in the following categories:



I+, I, I-

Superior



II+, II, II-
Excellent



HM

Honorable Mention


Pluses and minuses will not be considered when averaging the three ratings from large group judges.
Awards:
One plaque will be provided to each performing large group.  Ribbons will be provided for each participant performing a solo or as part of a small group.  

Provided Equipment:
Chimes, xylophone, vibes, bells, 4 timpani (23”, 26”, 29”, 32”), suspended concert bass drum (36”), gong, acoustic piano, and an extension cord with power strip are available for band/jazz band performances.  All other percussion equipment, including all sticks and mallets, are the responsibility of participants.

Amplification equipment and drum set are not provided.

Any percussion instrument needed for a solo or small ensemble is the participant’s responsibility.  


Choral risers, acoustical shell and an acoustic piano will be provided for all large choral ensembles.


Digital pianos will be provided in all solo and small ensemble rooms except for one acoustic piano for piano solos.
Homeroom/Storage:
The elementary gym will be available for storage and individual warm-up during the Friday session only.  There is no inside storage or warm-up rooms available during the Thursday session.  Please do not store instruments and equipment in front of an exit.

Professional Conduct:
Participating directors are not to confront or challenge a judge’s rating and protests over an individual rating will not be heard by the host.  However, general concerns about a judge’s conduct or rating scale are encouraged and should be directed to the contest host.
