Malcolm Middle-Level Music Contest Information

January 14, 2011
Dear Directors,


You are cordially invited to participate in the Malcolm Middle-Level Music Contest to be held on March 17-18, 2011.  This contest is designed for fifth through eighth grade students.  Fifth grade students may perform solos/small ensembles and with a large ensemble containing 6th, 7th or 8th grade students.  However, bands and choirs whose membership is exclusively 5th grade students are not accepted.

Ribbons are awarded to all solo/small ensemble entries regardless of their rating, with all large ensembles receiving one plaque.  The ratings given are superior and excellent, with +/-s, and honorable mention.

Small ensembles are limited to ten (10) students while large ensembles are unlimited in size.  All vocal entries must be memorized while instrumental entries may use printed music.  Taped and computer accompaniments are acceptable, but you are responsible for your own playback equipment.  Schools bringing more than 20 entries should plan to have two or more accompanists.  When there are more than 20 entries from any given school, scheduling becomes difficult and two entries will be scheduled at the same time, thus the need for more than one accompanist.
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Important information for 2011
There seems to be an increasing number of schools interested in participating in Malcolm's contest for middle school students.  Additionally, several schools who have traditionally participated during the Friday session have been moving to the Thursday session the past few years.  Due to these events, strict limits will be placed on the number of large groups allowed to enter.  Be aware of the following criteria:

1. Large group entries will be accepted on a first come, first entered basis.

2. For the Thursday session, there will be 14 bands and 18 choirs accepted.

3. For the Friday session, there will be 28 bands and 6 choirs accepted.

4. To reserve time slots for large groups, submit an entry for just large groups now and then submit your solos and small ensemble entries later.

5. For a time slot to be reserved, ALL parts of the entry must be complete - please read the registration instructions before submitting.

Every effort should be made to submit entries via email by using the accompanying Excel document titled “Registration Template 2011.”  Entries will also be accepted via U.S. mail.  Deadline (electronic and postmark) is February 16.  Make checks payable to Malcolm Public Schools.  Schedule and final instructions will be ready on or before February 23.
I am looking forward to hosting another educational day for all who attend.  Please call or email me if you have any questions or concerns.
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Sincerely,

Ryan Marsh

Instrumental Music Director

Malcolm Public Schools

(402) 796-2151

rmarsh@esu6.org
Completing the Registration Forms
If you are unable to open the Excel file, I can send you a Word version via email instead.  rmarsh@esu6.org
1. Click on the Registration Template link and save it to your computer as “Your School Name Entry” e.g., Malcolm Entry.
a. Complete the general information on the first page.  There is a drop down list for you to choose which day you wish to participate.

b. If you have a preferred time of day please note this in the Special Requests box.
2. Then click on the Solos & Ens tab at the bottom of the screen to enter solos and small groups. Choose the correct day.
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3. Then click on the Large Ens to register bands and choirs.  Choose the correct day.
a. Be careful to enter your band and choir name as you want it engraved on your plaque.

b. Choir directors please note your total number of students in each ensemble.

c. Band directors please list the number of chairs and stands needed in each row.

4. When completed, email the file back to: rmarsh@esu6.org
