SOPHOMORE PARENT INFORMATION

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce (or remind) you about the EducationQuest Foundation.
EducationQuest Foundation is a nonprofit organization that provides free college planning services at its three
College Planning Office locations in Kearney, Lincoln, and Omaha and via its web site at
www.educationquest.org. BEducationQuest (formerly known as Educational Planning Center) has been

- providing free college admission and financial aid information to Nebraska students and parents for 25 years.

The services listed below are provided in the College Planning offices.

Explore career options
Research colleges

Find scholarships
Complete and electronically file the Free Application for Federal StudentAld (FAFSA)

Learn about student loans
The following tools are available on the web site www.educationquest.org.

Information about - College Selection, Students with Disabilities, Financial Aid, Completing the
FAFSA, Student Loans, Tax Benefits & Upcoming Events

Videos:._ College Access Summit Highlights
- College QO & A
Go.Visit. College!

Overcoming Obstacles

2011 College Fair

2012-2012 FAFSA Demo

KnowHow2Go 30 second eommercials
Activities Resume — track extracurricular activities, honors and awards
Calculators - to estimate your monthly student loan repayment
College Funding Estimator — to estimate your financial aid need
College Profiles — with cost and program information on Nebraska and Midwestern schools
Countdown to College - sign up for monthly email tips & advice for grades 9-12 & senior parents
FAFSA Tools-Checklist, Demo, Tutorial, etc. to help you fill out the 1012-12 FAFSA
Index of Majors-learn about majors at Nebraska colleges
Junior/Senior Timeline-a list to help you be ready for college

- Podcasts — monthly podcast to supplement other frce services from EducationQuest.

Reality Check-How much money to you need to support your preferred lifestyle.
ScholarshipQuest-with hundreds of local and statewide awards

EducationQuest also provides the following publication for juniors, seniors and parents. The Handbook is
distributed annually with the September issue of the Malcolm Public School Jr-Sr Counselor Newsletter that
your child will receive during junior and senior years & is found at the website.

College Planning Handbook: provides step-by-step approach to college selection and college
funding, and a comparison of Nebraska colleges (cost, size, etc.).

In addition, parents and students can sign up for Countdown2College, timely emails targeted for grades 9-10
and 11-12. If you have not already done so, this is an excellent resource to help you and your student prepare

for college.

Log on to their web site or visit: EducaﬁonQuest Foundation 402-475-5222
1300 “O” Street 800-303-3745
Lincoln, NE 68508 :



For Next Ifear ...................................................................
...................................................................

Next year’s juniors 2012-2013 class schedule forms will be completed during sophomore interviews which are |
scheduled for the next three weeks. Future Junior’s and their parents need to be aware of the following:

Registering for classes: We require a parent signature on all class schedule forms to indicate your
knowledge & approval of your student’s requested class choices. The form will be sent home for your
signature and will be due Thursday, March 5. If you have any questions, please contact the counseling
office at 796-2151 Extension 514. :

Junior-Senior Newsletter: Your junior student(s) will receive a monthly newsletter from the school
counseling office. In this way all students can keep informed of opportunities for scholarships, college
visits and open houses and other events. The newsletter is distributed to them during English 11 and is
available online at the counselor link on the school webpage. Parents are welcome to access this
information to help you support your student(s) transition to college and/or the world of work.

Testing: Juniors will take college/career prep tests during the year.

e ASVAB: The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is a very valuable
vocational/career test. Students need not be planning a military career to take this free test.
We require all juniors to take the ASVAB as we usc it as a tool to help in career planning;
student scores are NOT released to military personnel. If a student interested in military
service wants their score released for enlistment purposes, a release of mfonnatmn form is
available and must be signed by the student. :

o PSAT/NMSOT: The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test ts offered
in October each year. This test is optional; there is a testing fee that must be paid ($14 in-
‘11). Students planning to attend a four-year college should consider taking this test. It is
the practice SAT and the only way to enter the National Merit Scholarship competition.

o ACT/SAT: These are the two tests that colleges use as an entrance requirement. They are
given on Saturday mornings as published in the Clipper, Jr./Sr. Counseling Newsletter and at
their respective websites. Students pay for these tests and choose the most convenient
Jocation. Students planning to attend a four-year college should take one or both of these
tests. (Generally, post-secondary schools in the Midwest prefer the ACT while those on the
east and west coasts prefer the SAT. Check the admissions requirements of each school your
student is interested in attending.) Costs in 11-12 were $34 to $48 if sent in by the regular

~ deadline. For more information, go to www.actstudent.org or www.collegeboard.com.

o ASSET/COMPASS: This is a placement exam for students planning to attend 2-year or
vocational technical colleges. It is written by ACT and offered on SCC campuses free of
charge (11-12). ACT and SAT scores are also accepted at most 2-year or vocational .
technical schools for placement purposes thus a student taking the ACT or SAT climinates
the need to take the ASSET/COMPASS.



